17. Personal Statement
A.  Describe the characteristics of the ideal PA student.  Discuss how this description reflects you.  

The ideal PA student possesses the traits and habits that will help her succeed in the highly dynamic field of medical care.  She is motivated, disciplined, determined, organized, engaged in her work and scholastically able to achieve set goals. She has confidence in herself and has leadership potential, while also being personable and able to function easily within a group.  She is able to openly communicate and network with peers and professors, and in doing so take advantage of the strengths of the PA community to learn to communicate effectively and relate to the needs of her future patients.  The ideal PA student should also have a well developed sense of compassion balanced with an ability to be focused under pressure during stressful times.  But most of all she will be focused on the final goal of doing what it takes to make herself the best Physician Assistant possible.  

Over the last several years, with balancing work, courses and volunteering, I have shown my work ethic, motivation, organization and academic ability.  I think that I benefit by having some life experience behind me and have learned to work as a team and communicate with my coworkers and supervisors.  Confidence and leadership are perhaps my weaknesses, but I think that both of these can be learned by experience.  Before taking an EMT course I would not have felt confident in an emergency situation in which someone was counting on me, but found that through training and practice that I would be able to act calmly and appropriately. My work in immunology has taught me to relay relatively complex scientific ideas into understandable terms.  I have also been instilled with a desire to help people on a daily basis and have seen the power of education at work, changing the lives of people.  

Traits:

Motivation

Determination

Discipline
Engaged in the work
Confidence

Leadership

Communication

Ability to understand and relate complex ideas in layman’s terms

Organization

Scholastic ability
Intuition

Compassion and understanding for patients
Focused under pressure

Personable, easy to get along with, does not cause friction with others
Loves to learn

B. You have been honored as the PA Student of the year.  Describe your accomplishments that lead to this honor.  

Above and beyond an ideal student.  Outside of curriculum – learn spanish, work with low income, continue community service.  Network with other Pas.  “this is my vision” more immersed, understanding population to be served.  

